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Rotary Club Dinner
August 16th, 2023

Attendees:
~24 Participants
2 LPC Members
Consultant Team

Interboro (Dan D’Oca, Natalie)

Agenda:
Introduction
NYF Overview
Engagement Activity
Dinner
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Public Workshop #2
August 30th, 2023

Attendees:
~21 Participants
LPC Members
Consultant Team

Buro Happold (Ian Nicholson, Mau Vasquez)
Interboro (Dan D’Oca, Caleb Mitchell)

State Team
Department of State (Matt Smith)

Agenda:
Introduction
NYF Overview
Engagement Activity
Group Discussion
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Engagement Response Overview
87 Total responses from the Rotary Club Dinner and Public Workshop #2

13 responses to project D. Construct a Splash Park at the Riverside State Park
12 responses to project I. Install Equipment to Improve Cell Service in Downtown Coxsackie
10 responses to project E. Transform 14 S. River St. Into Visitors Center and Museum
8 responses to project T. Expand the Heermance Memorial Library and Make it Accessible
7 responses to project N. Transform 7 Ely into a Coffee Shop
5 responses to project A. Develop Affordable Artists' Housing Development at the Public Works Site
5 responses to project M. Rehabilitate 7 Ely St. for Hudson Valley Writers Residency
4 responses to project L. Transform Mansion Street Townhouses into a Hotel
4 responses to project R. Restore Dolan Block for Mixed Use Redevelopment
3 responses to project C. Improve Pedestrian Infrastructure Downtown
3 responses to project G. Create an Art, Food, and Music Venue at 1 Reed St. 
3 responses to project H. Revitalize 5-7 Mansion St. for Mixed-Use

12
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5 Public Responses

Favorable Comments:
- Alleviates housing needs for renters of all income levels
- Parking needs are inclusive and on-site
- Current DPW site can be moved to improve Mansion St

Questions:
- What are the size(s) of the units?
- If parking is ample, would the site allow for public 

parking at event times?

Suggestions:
- New development should fit in with the existing 

architectural style of Mansion Street
- There should be enough parking for 68 units
- Site remediation should be mindful of flooding and 

adjacent properties
- There should be a mix of unit types for both singles and 

families
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1 Public Response

Favorable Comments:
- Strategic marketing, wayfinding, and cohesive 

branding/marketing is a good thing!

Unfavorable Comments:
- Needs additional high-level collaborations to achieve 

full vision
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3 Public Responses

Favorable Comments:
- The village needs better sidewalks and signage
- Improving pedestrian infrastructure improves village 

safety
- The need for better pedestrian infrastructure will only 

be exacerbated by other successful NY Forward 
Projects

- 2 people recommended that this project be paired with 
project E: Transform 14 S. River St. Into Visitors Center 
and Museum

Unfavorable Comments:
- The project does not include the relocation of the 

utility poles on Reed Street to the South side
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13 Public Responses
Favorable Comments:
- A Splash Park would take Coxsackie's riverfront "to the next level"
- Would be a great amenity for kids to play in the summer
- The community could really use this fun and forward-thinking 

project
- This is needed for the children! Love this idea!
- We need to keep kids busy. We need community. We need parents 

to stick together and keep our kids safe and active.

Questions:
- What are the anticipated annual maintenance/upkeep costs for 

this project?

Unfavorable Comments:
- The sound of children playing is noisy; It would ruin the peace that 

the park brings
- It is dangerous for children to play this close to the river
- Riverside Park is too small for this project, and does not have 

enough parking
- Misaligned with the neighboring historic district's aesthetics
- 40ftx40ft is too large; It will ruin the views in the park

Suggestions:
- McQuade Park is a better place for a splash park
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Favorable Comments:
- Project would provide public restrooms for visitors to the 

park and the village
- Project would provide an overview of the Village to 

visitors highlighting local offerings
- A means to restore an attractive old building contributing 

to the preservation of the Village's historic character
- A great way to advertise the Village

Unfavorable Comments:
- A Visitors Center and Museum could be expensive to 

operate and maintain
- Bathrooms might affect the experience of Yellow Deli 

patrons

10 Public Responses

Questions:
- Could this be used as a venue for public readings and music 

offerings?
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1 Public Response

Unfavorable Comments:
- The bank has funds to improve itself
- Minimal overall Village impact
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3 Public Responses

Favorable Comments:
- A Venue space is something we don't already have (we 

have too many private rentals)
- It is appropriate for this location and surrounding context
- It's always great to have more art and music downtown
- A small cost compared to other projects

Unfavorable Comments:
- It has private project sponsor
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3 Public Responses

Favorable Comments:
- We need more mixed-use places like this, where people 

can live and shop in downtown
- Creating a thriving downtown economy with residential 

and commercial life, such as a restaurant, is crucial
- New restaurants with locally sourced labor is a plus

Questions:
- Are rain gardens/bioswales/solar panels possible?

Unfavorable Comments:
- A public house would be noisy

Suggestions:
- The project should retain a historically cohesive façade
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Favorable Comments:
- Adaptive re-use of an existing structure
- An improvement for everyone
- "The single most important improvement in 

Coxsackie"
- Visitors need cell service to communicate, leave 

positive reviews on businesses, and promote their 
visit on social media

- In the case of an emergency the lack of cell service 
can be dangerous

Unfavorable Comments:
- Project lacks clear scope of work

12 Public Responses
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0 Public Responses
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2 Public Responses

Favorable Comments:
- We need more housing downtown

Questions:
- If there are three duplexes how is there room (on 

the site) for landscaping?

Unfavorable Comments:
- The proposal seems much larger than the actual 

site could accommodate
- I can't imagine the lot that is proposed being filled with 

ugly duplexes
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4 Public Responses

Questions:
- Why not housing instead?

Unfavorable Comments:
- Will create more competition with nearby hotels
- Not a huge fan

Favorable Comments:
- This will boost tourism in the region with more visitors 

and residents clustered close to Reed Street
- A complete modernization and conversion of the building 

is needed
- The building has sat vacant and run down for some time; 

the rehabilitation of such an important/visible building in 
downtown is important

- A pub would be great!
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5 Public Responses

Favorable Comments:
- Artist housing is a community benefit where residents 

would likely work in the community to pay rent
- Love it! Writers are a placemaking engine- this would add 

so much culture!
- This will Enhance the downtown aesthetic by bringing 

cultural activity and housing to downtown
- Arts are important to support in town

Unfavorable Comments:
- A little "pie-in-the-sky"
- Too specific for new residents to be artists only
- I don't feel that this benefits our community

Questions:
- Is there demand for artist housing?
- Is there criteria for what constitutes a viable resident?
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Favorable Comments:
- A cafe that is open from 8am-4pm would be great
- A coffee shop is needed in Coxsackie that serves the 

downtown community
- I have heard a lot of people complaining that nobody's 

open most mornings and there's no coffee... I love the 
cafe idea!

7 Public Responses

Unfavorable Comments:
- This will create competition for existing local coffee shops
- The location and parking lot is not ideal for this
- It is a stone's throw from the existing coffee shop 

"Shipwrecked"
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0 Public Responses
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2 Public Responses

Favorable Comments:
- We are addressing the flood issue and increasing parking
- There is a plan to control the water run-off

Questions:
- It is private property, but the sewer is...?
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2 Public Responses

Favorable Comments:
- Excellent use of a property that has been overgrown
- This is a beautiful historic house!
- Bringing creative minds into a community only enhances

Unfavorable Comments:
- A very specific proposed use
- Low priority in my view
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Favorable Comments:
- Benefits all; furthers the beautification of downtown
- New mixed-use housing stock and retail space is great
- Adaptive reuse/historic preservation with public spaces 

are needed in the downtown
- The downtown would benefit if the Dolan Block is 

finished. It is iconic to downtown.

4 Public Responses

Unfavorable Comments:
- Costly

Questions:
- Could there be a mix of affordable and market rate units?
- The Yellow Deli patio area is next to Dolan Block. Would 

it be beneficial to revisit the patio proposal?
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Favorable Comments:
- Existing need for affordable housing in the Village
- Could be paired with Project R: Restore Dolan Block for 

Mixed-Use Redevelopment
- Green roof technology is a positive addition to the project

2 Public Responses
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8 Public Responses
Favorable Comments:
- It is a public institution, so it is necessary to meet building 

compliance
- The library is a hub of activity!
- This will support community focused programs
- This would provide parking for other large venues nearby
- A community room has long been needed; the library has 

struggled in recent years to make space for community 
programming that would allow for year-round gathering 
for larger groups.

- More people would use the public library if they had 
a common room

- The library must be made ADA compliant before we get 
sued

- The library community room would benefit everyone 
with no cost for programming

Unfavorable Comments:
- The expansion eats up a lot of open space
- Seems a little excessive, but if that is what it takes
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